The poem has great poise and balanced movement. Whitman's symbols never trample his ideas, and the ideas are never forced from the symbols. In the image of the ferry and its journey from shore to shore lies Whitman's philosophy of the great flow of all things through life toward immortality. The past and future are limited to the present in this concept, and the chain is infinite and timeless.
maturity. As the sea whispered "death," it also whispered a message of life. At the end of the poem, this yearning for understanding revolves into calm assurance. In the final comprehension of life's meaning, there is no longer any anxiety for the poet.
"When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed"
Through the symbolic use of a star, a lilac and a bird, the poet journeys through grieving love to a final acceptance of death. The acceptance of Lincoln's death, as well as an understanding of death's place in the human pattern, and attained only after an encounter with love and grief. Whitman does not forsake the mournful sense of loss once the full meaning of immortality and peace in death is understood. He discovers them to be compatible parts of a more complete realization, just as he found love and death to be interlocking parts of existence in "Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking." In "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloomed, Whitman appears more sober and well balanced. In all three poems there is an optimistic acceptance of death, and an understanding of its desirable place in the natural cycle of regeneration we have seen Whitman announce so often.
